Quick Reference Guide to Care Needs - Circular 0030/2014
Care Needs that are consistent with the DES Circular 0030/2014


Assistance with feeding: where a child with special needs requires adult assistance and
where the extent of assistance required would overly disrupt normal teaching time



Administration of medicine: where a child requires adult assistance to administer medicine
and where the extent of assistance required would overly disrupt normal teaching time



Assistance with toileting and general hygiene: (including catheterisation) where a child
with special needs cannot independently self-toilet, and until such time as they are able to do
so



Assistance with mobility and orientation: on an ongoing basis including assisting a child or
children to access the school, the classroom, with accessing school transport (where
provided, school Bus Escorts should, in the first instance, assist a child to access school
transport), or helping a child to avoid hazards in or surrounding the school. (Every effort must
be made by the school to provide opportunities for independence e.g. the removal of
hazards).
Assisting teachers to provide supervision in the class, playground and school
grounds: at recreation, assembly, and dispersal times including assistance with arriving and
departing from school for pupils with special needs where the school has made a robust case
that existing teaching resources cannot facilitate such supervision
Non-nursing care needs associated with specific medical conditions: such as frequent
epileptic seizures or for pupils who have fragile health.
Care needs requiring frequent interventions including withdrawal of a pupil from a
classroom when essential: This may be for safety or personal care reasons, or where a
child may be required to leave the class for medical reasons or due to distress on a frequent
basis.
Assistance with moving and lifting of children, operation of hoists and equipment.









Assistance with severe communication difficulties including enabling curriculum
access for pupils with physical disabilities or sensory needs (See also section 9) and
those with significant, and identified social and emotional difficulties. Under the direction of
the teacher, this might include assistance with assistive technology equipment, typing or
handwriting, supporting transition, assisting with supervision at recreation, dispersal times etc.

